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November 1, 2006

The Honourable Greg Thompson, P.C., M.P.

Minister of Veterans Affairs

House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6 

Dear Mr. Thompson:

We are writing to inform you of New Policy of the Agent Orange Association of Canada regarding your Government’s plans for Presumptive Clause Type Lump Sum Compensation.  

Under your proposed plan, it appears that people exposed to herbicides at CFB Gagetown will be adjudicated based on the U.S. Institute of Medicine’s (IoM’s) recognition of a limited number of diseases linked to the dioxin 2,3,7,8-TCDD.  

People have died, are terribly sick and dying, and families have literally been wiped out due to exposure to deadly chemicals sprayed at CFB Gagetown including over 75,000 litres of dioxin-containing herbicides and 3,263,000 litres and pounds of hexachlorobenzene-containing herbicides. 

We in the Agent Orange Association of Canada are, to a point, in agreement with your initiative to compensate both veterans and civilians, who were exposed to dioxin and hexachlorobenzene, both in the training area and in the communities surrounding the training area of CFB Gagetown - especially those who lived in Oromocto during the years 1956 to 1984. 

This letter serves notice that the Agent Orange Association of Canada’s official position is that we will not accept any type of presumptive clause modeled on the Americans’ findings of the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, otherwise known as the IoM.

In addition, we neither accept nor support your reported proposed recommendations that the compensation package be a one time ex-gratia payment of $20,000. 

However, we have made recommendations at the end of this letter. 

Your compensation package would only recognize illnesses related to dioxins from Agent Orange and Agent Purple. The fact is, the defoliants sprayed that contained dioxin amounted to only 2% of the total chemicals sprayed over the Base Gagetown training area. If the government adheres to a U.S. style presumptive clause on dioxins, this would only cover 2% of the chemicals sprayed.  


The other 98% of defoliants sprayed contained hexachlorobenzene (HCB), and the effects of exposure to this deadly toxin are not being considered. HCB is a carcinogen and a toxic persistent organic pollutant that is banned in over 120 nations.


The IoM

The U.S. Institute of Medicine of the National Academies of Sciences (IoM) is a leading scientific authority on Agent Orange. The IoM has identified the following medical conditions that have an association with Agent Orange/dioxin exposure. However, the IoM has not issued a statement regarding hexachlorobenzene (HCB). Thus the following list of diseases recognized by the IoM is only a partial and incomplete list, which does not include diseases caused by hexachlorobenzene. 

Prostate cancer
Peripheral neuropathy (acute and sub-acute)
Diabetes type II
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia

Spina bifida in children of veterans
Chloracne 
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma, including any diagnosis of a lymphoma

Porphyria cutanea tarda 


Respiratory cancers, including:

Cancer of the lung
Bronchus
Larynx
Trachea
Multiple myeloma
Hodgkin’s disease


Adult fibro sarcoma
Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans
Malignant fibrous histiocytoma
Liposarcoma
LeIomyosarcoma
Malignant lIomyoblastoma
Rhabdomyosarcoma
Ectomesenchymoma
Angiosarcoma (hemangio sarcoma and lymphangio sarcoma)
Proliferating (systemic) angioendo-theliomatosis
Malignant glomus tumor
Malignant hemangiopericytoma
Synovial sarcoma 
Malignant giant cell tumor of the tendon sheath
Malignant schwannoma, including malignant schwannoma with rhabdomyoblastic differentiation (malignant triton tumor), glandular and epithelioid malignant schwannomas
Malignant mesenchymoma
Malignant granular cell tumor
Alveolar soft part sarcoma
Epithelioid sarcoma
Clear cell sarcoma of tendons and aponeuroses
Extraskeletal ewing’s sarcoma
Congenital and infantile fibrosarcoma
Malignant ganglioneuroma

This list of diseases that the IoM recognizes is very restrictive, as they have only studied dioxin. There is growing scientific proof and consensus among scientists worldwide that the IoM has only scratched the surface of the list of diseases, disorders and dysfunctions associated with exposure to herbicides.  

If studies of conditions related to hexachlorobenzene were equivalent in depth to those that IoM has conducted regarding dioxin, it is certain there would be many more diseases added to the list.  It is hoped that in the future IoM will examine hexachlorobenzene. Given that your proposed compensation package is only based on dioxin exposure, why are you not dealing with the health problems brought on by the poisonous Agent White, Picloram and its deadly by-product hexachlorobenzene?

Since 98% of what was sprayed at CFB Gagetown contained hexachlorobenzene, it would appear that you are only going to compensate for dioxin, which only comprised 2% of what was sprayed. 

Thus, your figure of $20,000 is seriously flawed. You have been reported to be leaning toward a one-time, lump-sum payment following the example of compensation payments made to Hong Kong veterans. 

"…That's the type of compensation package we would be looking at," "It's not an admission of guilt by the government of Canada. It's based on compassion, not on raw data..."

Where is the compassion in the figure of $20,000? Would you trade your silence and withdrawal from a class action lawsuit for the death of your father, mother or child, if they had been exposed to the “millions of litres” sprayed at CFB Gagetown for such a small sum of money?

This is what we call your “2% solution” based on the following pie chart. 
The following pie chart shows that only 2% of all that was sprayed over the 28-year period from 1956 to 1984 contained dioxin. The rest of the sprays over the period – a staggering 98% contained hexachlorobenzene. These figures are proven by DND document A-2004-00207. 
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We can predict with accuracy that if you go ahead with this ludicrous amount of $20,000, there will be an uproar across this country that will not only damage any credibility you and your government are trying to achieve, but your party could lose millions of votes in the coming election. We will make it an election issue across Canada. 

Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) are chemicals, which persist in the environment for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissues of living organisms and are toxic to humans and wildlife. The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants covers 12 POPs including 8 pesticides (Aldrin, Chlordane, DDT, Dieldrin, Endrin, Heptachlor, Mirex and Toxaphene); 2 industrial chemicals (poly-chlorinated biphenyls or PCBs and hexachlorobenzene) and 2 unintended by-products (dioxins and furans). The Convention was adopted in May, 2001 and came into force on 17th May, 2004 

According to the US Environmental Protection Agency because hexachlorobenzene is persistent and bioaccumulative, it stays in our environment for a long time, and contaminates our food chain.

Hexachlorobenzene is a toxicant that can cause severe health problems for humans. It harms the following systems and organs:

Immune system suppression

Endocrine

Cardiac

Gastro-enterological

Circulatory

Neurological

Nervous 

Reproductive 

Liver

Kidneys

Blood cells

Musculoskeletal

Hypertension

Epidermal (skin disorders)

Sleep disorders

Mood 

Sexual dysfunction

Birth defects

Bones

Lowers survival rates of young children

Abnormal fetal development

Reduced fertility

Learning problems

Spontaneous abortions

Cytogenetic abnormalities

Congenital malformations

Impaired liver function - cirrhosis, bile duct disease 

Disruptor of lipid metabolism, including hyperlipidemia, polycythemia  

The unborn child, women, infants and children appear to be especially vulnerable to certain effects of POPs.

So, we demand to know why you are not dealing with the health problems brought on by the poisonous Agent White with Picloram and its deadly by-product hexachlorobenzene?

We have been advised that any form of presumptive clause that your government bases on the current findings of the IoM severely limits the diseases and disorders found in military and civilian personnel who were in Oromocto/CFB Gagetown during the years of spraying 1956-1984.

People who were there during this time frame are reporting dozens of diseases, organ dysfunctions, immune deficiencies, birth defects, reproductive disorders and genetic damage that are attributed to exposures and subsequent poisoning by dioxin and hexachlorobenzene.  

To reiterate, we do not accept or support your reported proposed recommendations that the compensation package be a one time ex-gratia payment of $20,000. 

How do you put a price for compensation at $20,000 for a dead mother or father or child, for a lifetime of ill health and painful disabilities? 

DND and our governments over the years have poisoned us on a massive scale. We have lost family members through agonizing illnesses and deaths, we have lost jobs & careers and we have lost our health. Many of us have been sick for 40 years such as my case. 

The sum of money you are proposing for deaths and ruined lives is less than your travel expenses for three months. We have lost fathers, mothers, children, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, and lifelong friends because of these poisonings at the hands of DND and successive governments. We have thousands who are sick and dying. 

In your initiative to give compensation packages to veterans and civilians, you are reported to be about to propose a figure of $20,000. Would your life, your wife or your child be worth $20,000 or would it be more?

I have been disabled because of multiple diseases and organ dysfunctions since 1990. At that time I was making a base annual salary of $38,000 a year plus 20% of what my agents made. 

If using only my $38,000 annual salary times sixteen years of lost income, that is a total of  $608,000. That assumes no annual increase in salary.  Your compensation of $20,000 is gravely short in my case. There are thousands like myself.  

I don’t have a medical plan and most of us do not. My current prescription drugs and insulin are $558.00 a month and my disability pension is only $811.00 I am not alone in this. Most of our members are in similar situations. We are just ordinary Canadians -We once earned a living by working hard, paying taxes and voting in a democratic Canada. 

We are now about to be told to take the money and shut up.  And of course, this will probably be contingent on signing a waiver giving up the right to ongoing legal action against the government. 

By your approach to this matter it is evident to us that you are covering only a very basic modicum of an approach to the poisonings of thousands of veterans and civilians over a 28-year period. By doing so, you are covering up the truth. Nothing will ever get answered if you keep on this path. There will be no accountability for the actions of past governments, DND officials and chemical company personnel when they knew that dioxin and hexachlorobenzene were poisoning soldiers and civilians on a vast scale. 

You know the truth, but are not telling it to the Canadian public. 

According to Hansard, on September 9, 2005 during Question Period, you said to the ruling Liberals: “Despite all of this spray program over the years and the millions of litres sprayed, only one person has been compensated”.

So you have already publicly acknowledged that millions of litres were sprayed, but you are not addressing this fact in your compensation package. You are still stuck on what happened in the summers of 1966 and 1967 with the miniscule 483 litres sprayed by the Americans when we already had a deliberate defoliation program using 2,4-D + 2,4,5-T for ten years before the Americans came and DND continued to spray hexachlorobenzene for another 18 years after the Americans had packed their bags and gone home. (Document A-2004-00207)

A lot of people might be alive today if they had been informed of the spraying of these deadly organic pollutants, giving them the chance to seek medical help or been tested for cancer every year. However, neither DND nor the government of the time informed its troops or the public. The blame can also be attributed to the members of the New Brunswick Cabinet at that time who were informed that day, but did nothing to inform the public of the deadly spraying of this toxicant. 

According to document A-2004-00207 obtained from DND through the Freedom to Information Directorate at Defence Headquarters in Ottawa, the spraying of dioxin was insignificant relative to the spraying of hexachlorobenzene. 

The facts are that less than 75,000 litres of dioxin containing herbicides were sprayed by DND, this includes the miniscule amount sprayed by the Americans, a total of only 483 litres on less than 129 acres in the summers of 1966 and 1967. 

However, DND sprayed Tordon products, containing hexachlorobenzene, accounting for 98% of the sprayings during the years 1956 to 1984. 

There was a total of 1,225,000 litres of Tordon 101 containing hexachlorobenzene sprayed in liquid form from 1965 to 1972. In 1972, DND started spraying the dry form of Tordon 101, Tordon 10K, which also contained hexachlorobenzene. A total of 2,038,000 pounds of Tordon 10K containing hexachlorobenzene was sprayed for 11 years over a total acreage of 50,000 acres. 

Why are you not dealing with the health problems brought on by the poisonous Agent White with Picloram & its deadly by-product hexachlorobenzene?

Document A-2004-00207 originally was 167 pages but only 82 pages are released to the public. However, these pages contain the summary of what was sprayed. (Pages 83 & 84)

Pages 77 onward contain the briefing transcript to the New Brunswick Cabinet on January 24, 1985. These are vitally important pages as page 78 contains the following quote:  

 "...In 1983 Defence Headquarters became concerned about the potential for environmental damage due to the migration and persistence of Picloram, the main ingredient in Tordon pellets (dry Tordon 10K). Several other Defence Establishments showed that some migration of this chemical occurs in very sandy soils. We reverted to liquid application..."
This clearly is an admission that Picloram was used at “several other Defence Establishments”

This secrecy about Picloram (containing hexachlorobenzene) has resulted in allegations of criminal negligence by DND causing bodily harm and death. In 1983, when this was common knowledge amongst DND officials and the government of the day, the troops and the public should have been informed of this persistent organic pollutant's use in the CFB Gagetown training area. 

Yet they did nothing.

 During the years 1965 to 1984, 1,225,000 liquid litres of Tordon 101, (Agent White) containing hexachlorobenzene, were sprayed.  

From 1972 to 1983, there was an additional spraying of 2 million [2,038,425] pounds of dry Tordon 10K, (Agent White) containing hexachlorobenzene. 

 Yet DND, our government of the time and the New Brunswick Cabinet did nothing. 

They willfully and deliberately concealed this deadly information and by doing so, they may have contributed to the early deaths of hundreds or even perhaps thousands of people. At the very least, they contributed to countless millions of hours of suffering by the people they were supposed to serve and protect

Yet they did nothing. 

Jacques-Whitford

There are 19+ test results above the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) standards of acceptable levels dioxins found at CFB Gagetown as high as 143 times over the limit, three as of yet unregulated chlorinated benzenes have been found in well water, the Swan Creek watershed sediment was found to be contaminated and five bivouac sites are also contaminated. 


Hexachlorobenzene is very persistent. Estimated half lives in soil from aerobic and anaerobic degradation range from 2.7 to 22.9 years (Environment Canada, 1993). This persistence along with a high partition coefficient indicating that hexachlorobenzene will accumulate roughly 1000 times more in fat than in water (log Kow = 3.03-6.42), mean that HCB bioaccumulates in humans. 

We had a chemical engineer with 30 years experience view the sampling maps of Jacques-Whitford. His conclusion was Jacques-Whitford only sampled 20% of the base, while 181,000 acres were sprayed, many of those acres over and over again. Indeed, there are vast tracts of land, thousands of acres that were sprayed that have not been tested. DND dictated to Jacques-Whitford where to sample. This is hardly the transparency that you called for while you were in opposition, hardly the call for transparency at the SCONDVA Meeting on November 17, 2005 at which I was a witness and observed you making these demands for transparency. 

This is an extraordinary, glaring example of a total violation of transparency in an investigation. 

DND controlled the sampling as well as the results and continues to do so, so how can anyone believe the results? Why is the accused leading the investigation?

Your government’s claims of transparency are obviously nothing but deception. 

Jacques-Whitford’s sampling was flawed, not only in the amount of sampling they did, which was entirely insufficient for the amount of land that was actually sprayed, but also in their methodology which was severely criticized in their peer review. 

We take serious issue with Jacques-Whitford’s sampling in which they dug down to a depth of only 10 centimetres, less than 4 inches. One thing that is known about Persistent Organic Pollutants is that they move down through the soil. Thus, the sampling to a depth of only 4 inches is totally inadequate to find the real contamination of the CFB Gagetown training area after a period of decades. 

The sampling and testing for hexachlorobenzene, contained in 98% of the chemicals that were dumped on the training area, is also woefully inadequate. It represented less than 10% of the total sampling done by Jacques-Whitford whereas it should have been the reverse. 

Dioxins and hexachlorobenzene are persistent and bioaccumulative, and they accumulate in the food chain. The toxic chemicals build up at higher levels in predators, if the government was serious about actually finding toxic chemicals, they would look in places expected to harbour the highest concentrations. Wildlife sampling is standard when carrying out environmental surveys and the Base Gagetown Area Fact Finders Project promised this. However, not a single tissue sampled was analyzed. This amounts to willful avoidance and is scientifically indefensible. Jacques-Whitford did recommend wildlife sampling in its report. 

However, despite the lack of a serious testing program designed to find the truth, much to DND’s surprise Jacques-Whitford found serious levels of contamination in three areas. 

CCME (Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment)

In 1996, the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) published A Protocol for the Derivation of Environmental and Human Health Soil Quality Guidelines (CCME 1996a). 

Canadian environmental quality criteria for contaminated sites were established by the CCME for defined land uses by adopting existing criteria for soil and water used by various jurisdictions in Canada (see CCME 1991 procedures described in the soil protocol (CCME 1996a). The new set of Canadian soil quality guidelines have been derived specifically for protection of the ecological receptors in the environment or for the protection of human health associated with the identified land uses. The protection of human health is based on the CCME established safe levels for human safety. 

The three areas tested as follows: 

One site at more than 50 times the CCME standard for the protection of human health

Second site at 75 times the CCME standard for the protection of human health 

And the third site at an astonishing 142 times the level for the protection of human health. 

These highly elevated levels of dioxin, according to CCME standards, were found after 40 years of weathering, degradation, and natural erosion. 

Cantox Environmental

It is a serious stain on Canadian history and also on your government that the firm of Cantox Environmental invalidated the CCME standards by declaring that there was nothing to worry about and the base was safe. 

Nothing could be further from the truth.

Cantox Environmental was originally founded and is still run by ex-government scientists from the Department of Health. It’s executive vice president is Dr. Ian Munroe, Dr. Munroe formerly held senior positions at Health Canada as Director of the Bureau of Chemical Safety and Director General of the Food Directorate, Health Protection Branch

It is despicable that this firm was chosen to give an environmental assessment as their bread and butter contracts are mostly Federal Government contracts and their parent firm is a chemical company. It is a fact that Cantox Environmental is owned, operated and controlled by the Chemical Industry. This is the same company that said for years that the people who were sick and dying alongside the Sydney Tar Ponds had no reason for concern. Where is the transparency that you claim your government has implemented?
Critical peer reviews of Cantox Environmental have shown criticism regarding shoddy work, having a lack of experienced staff, use of improper data and inadequate staff expertise to make sweeping statements in their conclusions about the health of CFB Gagetown.   

We have a letter from a respected doctor who was employed by Health Canada in a senior position. This doctor states in his letter to us: 

“My advice is to ask for the raw data for any Cantox Environmental study and expect to find inadequate quality, if not outright fraud”

Aside from these serious allegations, we strenuously object to the lack of objectiveness and transparency of Cantox Environmental. 

It comes as no surprise to find that Cantox Environmental gave the CFB Gagetown training area a clean bill of health.  But there is a huge problem with that declaration by Cantox Environmental.

Limited sampling by Jacques-Whitford under DND’s direction found unsafe levels for the protection of human health according to CCME standards, but Cantox Environmental finds no unsafe levels for the protection of human health not four months later.  

You have a striking difference in opinion by your government-hired specialists. 

One is saying that the base is not safe in specific areas according to CCME standards while the other says that it is safe in these same areas. 

Who is right? Obviously, they both cannot be right. 

The most obvious fact that needs to be addressed is what happened to the dioxin that Jacques-Whitford found after 40 years of being in the soil? It certainly did not evaporate in sunlight as DND had declared in June of 2005. Persistent Organic Pollutants are called that for an obvious reason, the key word being persistent. 

Dioxin did not evaporate in four months and more to the point, CCME standards have been thrown out the window to appease DND so that the declaration that the base is safe could be made. 

To close three different areas that had been declared as not safe regarding the protection of human safety by CCME standards, then to turn around and declare that they are safe, is not only reckless disregard for human safety but it would seem to border on criminal negligence. 

How can your government, DND and the officials at Cantox Environmental disregard the findings of poisonous environments by disregarding the CCME standards? What your government is doing today is the same as was done to us years ago. However, in the 1960’s much less was known about toxic chemicals. Today, your government has knowingly put soldiers in harm’s way by declaring these unsafe areas as safe.

Since the CCME standards have been thrown out the window in the case of CFB Gagetown, 

it only is logical that at some point in the next 40 years the soldiers who are now using these unsafe-then-declared-safe areas are going to begin to suffer the health effects that we in the Agent Orange Association of Canada and thousands of people across Canada are now suffering. 

Mr. Thompson, you had better be sure of your facts before you make what may be the worst decision of your life, that is to support Cantox Environmental in their findings.

“For three days in June 1966 and four days in June 1967, Agent Orange, Agent Purple and other herbicides were tested at Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Gagetown in cooperation with the U.S. military to evaluate their effectiveness” 

During these seven days, the US military sprayed a total 2½ barrels of Agent Orange and Agent Purple. It is far past the time to put these 2½ barrels in a proper perspective, a believable one.   

2½ US barrels @ 55 US Gallons per barrel = 483 litres of Agent Orange & Agent Purple

The 483 litres of Agent Orange and Agent Purple sprayed by the Americans on 139 acres have caused you to state, "From the very beginning (Defence Minister) Gordon O'Connor and I have concluded that the number is going to be much lower."
It would appear from your statement that you had your mind made up "From the very beginning...” that the number of exposed people would be much lower. This statement shows that you are biased and had already formed an opinion without waiting for the facts. 

The most important thing that you need to accept are the facts, and you appear to be deliberately disregarding the facts of the “millions of litres” sprayed at CFB Gagetown and the thousands of people exposed to the spraying, either by direct contact or indirect contact.

On February 9th, 2006 during Tom Young’s radio show (CJNI-FM) on which you were a guest, you stated the following about John Chisholm’s wife:

“…And she washed his clothes. And you know it was his wife and you know she would have been impacted by those chemicals, I would say without question…” “…So it is a factor to be considered…” 
Indirect contact such as Mr. Chisholm’s wife is, as you stated, “…is a factor to be considered…” 
Thousands more were exposed and poisoned by substantial spray drift which occurred each year. You further stated during that same discussion: 

“…Well there's always drift associated with spray. I mean depending on conditions of course. Because of course a lot of us who have grown up in agricultural areas and have seen spraying occur, I mean that does happen. There's no question about that. But the drift issue is an issue. There's no question about that.”

The town of Oromocto lies directly to the North of the training area. According to Environment Canada, the prevailing winds in that part of New Brunswick are from South to North, Thus it is a fact that drift from chemical spraying would have covered the town of Oromocto. This is another factor to be considered. 

You have further stated to the media: 

”…The "science" attached to this compensation package will be from the United States National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine. The institute has performed research that considered the health effects of exposure to Agent Orange by American veterans who fought 
in the Vietnam War...” "…That will be the science that will be attached to a compensation plan if you will in my opinion as we are speaking here now because that is the only available science in the world today…" 


The IoM is not the only available science in the world today…” 


 New Zealand – Genetic damage in veterans

Dr. Al Rowland of the Institute of Molecular BioSciences at Massey University in New Zealand as recently as July 2006 completed a Genetic study of New Zealand Army Veterans who had served in Vietnam and were exposed to Agent Orange, Purple and White, or dioxin and hexachlorobenzene. 


The study employed the Sister Chromatid Exchange (SCE) assay at the molecular level of DNA.  The rationale for applying this assay was the long established link between elevated SCE 
frequencies and exposure to organochlorines. The findings were dramatic. Of the Veterans who had served in Vietnam and who had been exposed to dioxin and hexachlorobenzene, all displayed significant DNA damage, while the veterans of the New Zealand Army who had not been to Vietnam showed no DNA damage. 

Despite this story being worldwide news, and our numerous efforts to inform the various media here in Canada, this story was suppressed and has yet, to date, to be printed or covered by any television or radio network, newspaper or magazine in Canada. 

Because this news was suppressed, despite informing all our contacts in the various media, we have to believe that there is another power at work here. 

Thus, we were not only poisoned by dioxins and hexachlorobenzene, but DND’s sprayings also changed our DNA so that our children and all our successive generations are going to be childless, that is if they do not wish to take the risk of having a child with a birth defect. How many generations will be affected?

With chromosomal damage resulting in genetic degeneration because of the effects of dioxin and hexachlorobenzene, our children and grandchildren may also suffer significant genetic damage. 


It is long past the time for the government to admit to the terrible mistakes and be open and transparent as they promised. 

Despite the critical nature of this letter, we have recommendations to make to the government. 

Recommendations

Our government should mirror the recommendations of the working group in New Zealand to include the following:

►A $50,000 immediate, tax-free payment for the living and also the estates of the dead of those 
that were exposed during 1956-1984 - including all living direct family members of these persons.

►Monthly tax-free pensions to be awarded to those exposed and ill, or their surviving families, to be payable for life. 

►Medical Insurance for all wives, children, civilian and military members exposed, to also include any child born as a direct descendant of an exposed person, with 0% co-insurance, 0% annual deductible. Prescription drugs, Diabetes supplies, aids for walking, breathing and transportation. Provision for de-toxification of affected personnel, military and civilian including all family members at no cost. 

►Favourable adjustments made for income tax paid by veterans and civilians during the spraying years.  

►Full veterans status and rights that come with that status i.e.:  DVA VIP status if medical condition requires or develops to the point of being required, via whatever path of assistance is arranged for all involved, including civilians.
►Genetic testing for each member of the veterans’ and civilians’ families up to and including fourth generations, this would include both DNA and epi-genetic changes.

►Accountability for those still alive, who were responsible for the planning and execution of the continued sprayings for 28 years. 

►A formal written apology to each individual who has suffered and in the case of those who have died, to their surviving heirs, followed by a public apology by the Government in the House including the admission that past governments were at fault. 

►Apology printed in all National newspapers including international press releases. 

The Gagetown Atrocity has been concealed, ignored and lied about for 50 years. By accepting and implementing these recommendations, the Government of Canada can start helping the people that past governments have deliberately isolated and abandoned.  
We, the Agent Orange Association Of Canada call for a Public Inquiry into the poisoning of our troops and civilians during the years of spraying 1956-1984. 

Yours truly,

Kenneth Dobbie

President

Agent Orange Association Of Canada

� http://www.forces.gc.ca/site/Reports/defoliant/index_e.asp





